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Welcome to the Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon Holiday Survival Guide 

 
The holiday season is billed as ñthe best time of the year,ò but for a lot of guys, itôs not all fun and revelry. As a 

recent national survey sponsored by Jim Beam
®
 showed, guys 21 to 29 feel a lot of pressure around this time of 

year. Thereôs the stress of selecting the right gifts, the hassle of fighting the crowds and the strain of balancing 

family commitments with friends and work. 

  

Jim Beam
®
 has a solution for all you guys out there: Relax and read on. Weôve been distilling The Bourbon 

since 1795, so we know the best advice comes from friends. And we have plenty of them, including the 

Brotherhood of Bourbon
Ê

, our 100,000-member online group of Bourbon enthusiasts. We asked them for their 

best holiday advice and did we get an earful! More than 2,000 members gave us their holiday tips, picks and gift 

lists for this Holiday Survival Guide from Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon. 

  

Enjoy this collection of wisdom and wit from guys across America. 

 

And from everyone at Jim Beam
®
, the Brotherhood of Bourbon

Ê
 and the entire Beam Global Spirits & Wine 

family, hereôs a toast to the best holidays ever! 
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HOLIDAY SURVIVAL TIPS  

FROM THE BROTHERHOOD OF BOURBON
Ê

 

 

Consider these ideas to save and spend your seasonal cash 

 
Establish a budget and stick to it. Decide on a total budget for your holiday shopping or 

assign dollar amounts to individuals on your list. Total too high? Go back and reduce the 

amount for each individual by $5. 

 

Take advantage of reward programs. Use credit cards that offer rewards or cash back. Use 

air-miles or club points to buy gifts or buy gifts 

online at sites that reward bonus dollars. 

 

Hunt down discounts and coupons to get exactly 

what you want for less. Request discounts for 

buying in bulk. Buy bulk packs of lotions, soaps, 

liquors or candies and break them out into 

individual gift bags and baskets. Look for free 

shipping and Web sites that price match when 

buying online. Find coupons online and scan sale 

fliers. 

 

Host a holiday party for friends and family 

rather than buying gifts. Stock the bar with Jim Beam
®
 and gather your crowd for home-

cooking and holiday cocktails. 

 

Save now so you can spend later. Make coffee and cook at home, use coupons when buying 

groceries and save the change in your pockets.  

 

Make your own inexpensive, thoughtful gifts. Use your talents and skills to create something 

unique, or make homemade eggnog with Jim Beam
®
 and bottle it for others to enjoy. 

 

Create a giving circle where everyone is responsible for one gift, rather than multiple. 

 

Celebrate the holidays in January. After the holiday season, sales abound.  

  



 

Stick to a sane schedule with these time-management tactics 

  
SHOPPING TIME: 

 

Plan ahead. Know what you plan to buy ahead of time. When you get to the mall, buy the 

things on your list and nothing else, and then get out.  

 

Shop during off-hours. Avoid nights and weekends to avoid 

the large crowds, long lines and overworked clerks.  

 

Shop online. Avoid the lines, score great deals and have a 

drink while you are at it. Save even more time by shopping in 

your pajamas! 

 

Bring friends. Go with the guys and make a day of it. Time 

will fly! 

 

Choose a mall with a bar. A round of Jim Beam
®
 with 

friends, before or after your shopping trip, is a great way to de-stress and help the time pass. 

 

PARTY TIME: 

 

Pick a few key events to attend. If itôs impossible to make it to every function on your list this 

year, prioritize. Do some planning and pick the events that you absolutely canôt miss.  

 

If you canôt make a party or event, be honest and tell the host why. There is never a good 

excuse, so donôt waste time making one up. Especially with family, honesty is key. 

 

Visit with family via the Web. Canôt make it to all of 

the events this year, but still want to visit with loved 

ones? Set up a time to visit via Web cam, and toast to 

the holidays together.  

 

Send your friend Jim in your place. Send a bottle of 

Jim Beam
®
 in your absence with a note that expresses 

your regret. Those at the party will appreciate the 

thoughtful gesture. 

 

If all else failsé Skip the event entirely, and blame it 

on your significant other and their family.  

  



 

These creative family gifts wonôt put a strain on your wallet 
 

 

MOM & DAD: 
 

ü Recreate a gift basket. Check out some high-end gift baskets theyôd like and recreate it on 

the cheap with items from big box retailers, dollar stores and boutiques. 
 

ü Create your own gift certificate. Are you really handy with cars? Do you give the best 

back massages in town? Create a useful gift certificate or coupon book for free use of your 

services. 
 

ü Treat a cold. Someone always gets sick around the holidays. Cheer them up with a gift 

basket of Jim Beam
®
, honey, fresh lemons and a mug for hot toddies, a drink that feels good 

during coughs and aches.  
 

ü Personalize a less expensive gift with the use of an etching kit. Engrave glasses and buy 

them their favorite liquor to share. If youôre not handy with an etching kit, many in-mall 

kiosks will engrave items for you for little money. 
 

ü Pet sit. Next time they head out on vacation, take care of the dog or cat so they donôt have to 

spend money for a pet sitter. 

 

SISTER & BROTHER: 
 

ü Buy electronics on the cheap. Check stores for refurbished electronics. They look and work 

like new for a lower price. 
 

ü Buy in bulk and split among the siblings. Gift cards, ticket vouchers, bar supplies ï all 

items that can be purchased in bulk from a local discount retailer or warehouse store.   
 

ü Add a theme. Buy small theme gifts around the interests of your siblings. Have a movie 

lover in the family? Buy them two tickets to a movie and a couple boxes of candy. More 

interested in Bourbon? Buy them ñthree wise Jimsò ï three different 50mL (sample-size) 

bottles of Jim Beam
®
 with three glasses and recipes theyôll love. 

 

ü Do their dirty work. Even if you no longer live with your siblings, they still have chores 

they hate to tackle. Bring the car in for a service, clean the house and do the laundry. 
 

ü Babysit... on a weekend. If your siblings have kids, they know how difficult it can be to 

find a sitter over the weekend. Give them a certificate to babysit on a Friday or Saturday, 

free of charge, without complaint. 
 

  



 

Keep the romance in your relationship with personalized gifts 
 

ü Build a gift basket around her passions. If she likes gardening, create a gift basket full of 

gardening goodies. If she likes snowboarding, include a few things that will keep her riding 

in style. Even if you end up spending a small amount of money, sheôll be impressed that you 

were so thoughtful. 

 

ü Create an at-home spa. Greet her at the door with a glass of her favorite beverage and offer 

massages, candles and a bubble bath. Bonus points for putting rose petals in the tub! 

 

ü Buy expensive jewelry at bargain prices. Check the local national chain jewelry store for 

closeout cases. You may be able to find some great steals at under $200. 

 

ü Go simple and sentimental. Create a DVD with photos and songs that will make her melt; 

give her a keychain with an uncut key to symbolize ñthe key to your heart;ò arrange a 

bouquet of flowers for her and hand dip strawberries in chocolate; or write something 

sentimental on blank pieces of paper and frame photographs of you with the words. 

 

ü Plan a romantic dinner in. Bring a bouquet of flowers and some dinner fixings and have a 

picnic in the living room, or cook her favorite meal. Put on her favorite music and chick 

flick. 

 

ü Clean the house. Hire a cleaning service for a week 

or offer to do the cleaning yourself. 

 

ü Spend an evening alone. Book a hotel room for the 

night and set it up with your own beverages and 

flowers before she gets there. Have an evening alone 

and make it all about her. 

 

ü Do some planning. Plan a surprise such as a treasure 

hunt to a well-hidden, beautifully wrapped gift, or 

buy tickets to a show, but hide them in a less 

expensive gift (like a book or DVD). 

 

ü Give her Bourbon with a twist. If your honey is a Bourbon lover, surprise her with a bottle 

of Jim Beam
®
 that includes a bracelet around the bottleôs neck, or buy sample bottles of a 

variety of Bourbons for her to enjoy and name a cocktail after her. 



 

WORST GIFTS EVER 
 

Hereôs a partial list of the worst gifts received (as adults)  

by the Brotherhood of Bourbon
Ê

 and our national survey respondents. Enjoy! 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

Farting dog 

toy 

Homemade lamp 

Jar of moss 

Picture of a donkey with 

my name underneath 

Decorative plate 

Shirt that was the wrong size,  

for a sports team I hate 

Automatic coin sorter 

Talking robot clock 

Video that I had previously said 

was my least favorite movie ever 

African nut game 

Gravy boat 

Can of tuna 

Cheese dome 

Feather duster 

Hermit crabs 

Oversized boxers 

Remote car starter that is not 

compatible with my car 

Gag-gift underwear 

Broken video game console  

I was expected to fix 

Nose hair trimmer 

Knitted socks 

Radio controlled 

spider 

Singing fish 

Sneaker balls 

Soap on a rope 

Same shirt I got last year 

Toilet paper and toothpaste 



 

IDEAS FOR NEW HOLIDAY TRADITIONS 
 

This holiday season, do yourself and your family a favor: Try these fun, creative traditions 

suggested by the Brotherhood of Bourbon
Ê

. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  

UGLY HOLIDAY SWEATER PARTY: Itôs impossible to ignore the 

hellacious holiday sweaters that adorn the racks of retailers and thrift 

stores during the season. Maybe youôve received one yourself during the 

family gift exchange ï and you donôt know exactly where to show off the 

sleigh bell-covered, bright red, itchy wool masterpiece. Put these ugly 

ducklings to use by throwing a party to celebrate the style of the season. 

Have a prize for those who show up in the most horrendous creations.  

TURKEY BOWLING: What can you do with a massive frozen turkey 

while you wait all week for it to defrost? Bowl with it, naturally. Set up your 

very own turkey bowling lane using 10 empty, plastic soda bottles filled 

with water. Assemble them on a driveway or long patch of grass in the same 

way you would set up bowling pins. Draw a line with chalk or rope to make 

the throw line. Be sure your turkey still has the heavy-duty, plastic mesh on 

the outside, as you will need a handle (we do not recommend drilling three 

finger holes into the turkey). Host five to 10 rounds of bowling, with each 

person only getting one bowl per round. At the end of the game, tally up the 

total number of soda bottles knocked down by each person. Praise the 

winner with a Bourbon-based drink, and leave it to the loser to explain why 

the turkey just rolled down the driveway into the neighborôs yard. 

FRUITCAKE FOOTBALL: Flag football is a classic holiday tradition 

for many families. So are the often-inedible fruitcakes baked and mailed 

by distant relatives. Rather than trashing the rock-hard confection as 

usual, use it to put a new twist on the game of football. Toss on a few 

layers of clothing for padding, as well as gloves to keep your hands from 

getting frostbite, and hit up the park or backyard with your team. If the 

fruitcake is too soft, soak it in water for a minute and toss it into the 

freezer overnight. Give one point to the scoring team each time there is a 

touchdown, and end the game at 10 points... or after the fruitcake falls 

apart. In the end, all is fair in football and fruitcake. 



 

DELICIOUS DRINK RECIPIES 

Toast to your friends and the season with The Bourbon and Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

. 

 

Broken Leg 

1.5 parts Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon 

4.5 parts hot apple juice/cider 

Cinnamon stick  

Lemon wedge 

In a large mug, combine hot apple 

juice or cider with Jim Beam
®
. 

Stir briskly. Garnish with a lemon 

wedge and cinnamon stick.  

 
Mistletoe 

1.50 parts Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon 

 .75 part DeKuyper
®
 Pomegranate Liqueur 

 1.50 parts Fresh Lemon Sour 

 1 part Fresh OJ 

 1 bar spoon of orange marmalade 

Shake all ingredients with ice and 

strain over fresh ice in a tall 

highball glass.  Garnish with an 

orange slice and cherry. 

 

Jim Beam Black
®
 Knight 

2.5 parts Jim Beam Black
®
 Bourbon 

.25 part honey 

.25 part cinnamon schnapps 

Hot apple cider 

Cloves or cinnamon stick 

Pour all above ingredients into a 

large coffee cup or mug. Add 

cloves or one cinnamon stick. 

Garnish with a wedge of 

marinated apple. 
 

After-Ski Tea 

1.25 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê 

Bourbon 

.50 part DeKuyper
®
 Blackberry Brandy 

.50 part DeKuyper
®
 Raspberry Rush Schnapps 

4 parts hot tea (citrus teas pair well) 

Pour all ingredients into a large, 

pre-heated coffee cup or mug. Stir 

briskly. Serve with a stir stick. 

 

Snow Storm 

1.25 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

.50 part DeKuyper
®
 White Crème de Cacao 

.25 part DeKuyper
®
 Blustery Peppermint 

2 parts heavy cream 

Candy cane or peppermint 

Shake all ingredients vigorously 

with ice and strain into a chilled 

cocktail glass. Garnish with a 

candy cane or peppermint. 
 

Bitter Clerk 

1.25 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

.50 part Maraschino liqueur 

3 parts fresh sour 

.25 part Simple Syrup 

Dash of Angostura
®
 Bitters 

Shake all ingredients with ice 

until well blended. Strain into a 

chilled, sugar rimmed cocktail 

glass. 
 

Red Nog 

1.50 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

4 parts prepared egg nog 

Ground nutmeg 

Cherry 

Shake all ingredients with ice 

until frothy and strain into a 

chilled white wine glass. Garnish 

with a dash of nutmeg and a 

cherry. 
 



 

Fruitcake Football 

1.25 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

.50 part DeKuyper
®
 Orange Curacao 

1.50 parts lemon sour 

1 part Funkin
®
 Morello Cherry (fresh cherry 

puree) 

Ginger Ale 

Mint leaf 

Shake all ingredients except 

Ginger Ale with ice until well 

blended. Strain over fresh ice in a 

tall highball glass and top with 

Ginger Ale. Garnish with a piece 

of mint.  

Sleigh Ride 

1.50 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

4 parts hot chocolate 

Whipped cream 

Cherry 

Pour all ingredients into a large, 

pre-heated coffee cup or mug. Stir 

briskly. Garnish with whipped 

cream and a cherry on top. 

 

Red Toddy 

1.50 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

Hot water 

1 cherry and 1 half moon orange slice 

2 pieces of whole clove 

In a pre heated coffee mug, 

muddle the clove, cherry and 

orange. Pour in Red Stag by Jim 

Beam
Ê

 and top with steaming hot 

water. Garnish with cherry, 

orange slice and cloves.  

Pressed for Time 

1.50 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

.75 part DeKuyper
®
 Amaretto 

1.50 parts apple juice 

1 part Funkin
®
 Pear (or fresh pear puree) 

.50 part egg whites 

Pear 

Shake all ingredients with ice and 

strain into a chilled cocktail glass. 

Garnish with a slice of pear on 

the rim. 

 

Red Espresso 

1.50 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

1 part steamed milk 

1.50 part fresh hot espresso 

Frothed milk 

Cinnamon stick 

Ground cinnamon 

In a pre heated coffee cup add 

Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 and 

Espresso. After frothing the milk 

pour in some of the steamed milk 

and top with the froth. Garnish 

with a dash of cinnamon and a 

cinnamon stick.  

Holiday Sweater 

1.25 parts Red Stag by Jim Beam
Ê

 Bourbon 

 .75 part DeKuyper
®
 Hazelnut liqueur 

 4 parts hot chocolate 

Green crème de menthe 

Whipped cream 

Mint leaf 

Pour all ingredients into a large, 

pre-heated coffee cup or mug. Stir 

briskly. Garnish with whipped 

cream, green crème de menthe 

and a mint leaf. 
 

 
 

For even more Bourbon-based holiday recipes, visit www.JimBeam.com.  
 

http://www.jimbeam.com/


 

 BOURBON-INSPIRED HOLIDAY FOOD RECIPES   

 
 

Baked Ham with Bourbon Glaze 

 

Ingredients 
1 cup honey 

1/2 cup molasses 

1/2 cup Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon 

1/4 cup orange juice 

2 tablespoons Dijon mustard 

1 (6-8 pound) smoked ham half 

 

 

Cooking Instructions 
Microwave honey and molasses on a microwave safe 

dish on high for 1 minute. Whisk to blend. Whisk in 

Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon, orange juice and mustard. 

Remove skin and excess fat from ham and place it in 

a roasting pan. Bake at 325 degrees on bottom oven 

rack for 1 1/2 hours or until meat thermometer 

inserted into thickest portion reaches 140 degrees. 

Baste occasionally with Bourbon glaze. Bring 

dripping and remaining glaze to boil in small 

saucepan. Remove from heat and serve with sliced 

ham. Garnish with fresh herb sprigs if desired. 
 

 

Bourbon Glazed Holiday Roast Turkey 

 

Ingredients 
10-12 pound turkey 

3 tablespoons Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon 

2 tablespoons butter, softened 

1/2 cup Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon 

1 cup orange marmalade 

1/2 teaspoon ground allspice 

1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 

Cooking Instructions 
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Sprinkle Jim Beam

®
 

Bourbon in turkey cavity. Spread softened butter 

evenly over surface of turkey. Sprinkle with salt and 

pepper (turkey may be stuffed). Brush half of glaze 

over turkey. Bake until temperature of thigh meat 

reaches 180 degrees and juices run clear, brushing 

again with glaze during last hour of roasting. Glaze: 

Prepare glaze in advance or when turkey is placed in 

the oven. Combine all ingredients in saucepan. Cook 

over high heat, stirring occasionally, until mixture 

boils. Reduce heat to medium; continue simmering 

gently for 10 minutes or until glaze is reduced to 1 

cup, stirring occasionally. 
 
 

Bourbon Sweet Potatoes 

 

Ingredients 
1 29-oz can whole sweet potatoes, drained 

and cut into 1-inch slices 

3 tablespoons melted butter 

3 tablespoons brown sugar 

3 tablespoons Jim Beam
®
 Bourbon 

1/4 cup pecans, toasted and chopped 

3 tablespoons orange juice 

1/4 teaspoon cinnamon 

Cooking Instructions 
Place sliced potatoes in a lightly greased 8-inch square 

dish. Combine butter and next 5 ingredients; pour 

over potatoes. Sprinkle with pecans. Bake in 350-

degree oven for 25 minutes or until thoroughly heated. 

Optional: Add marshmallows in last few minutes of 

baking.  

 

 

For even more Bourbon-inspired holiday food recipes, visit www.JimBeam.com. 
  

http://www.jimbeam.com/


 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Beam® Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey, 40% Alc./Vol.  

 

Red Stag by Jim BeamÊ Bourbon, 40% Alc./Vol. 

 

©2009 James B. Beam Distilling Co., Clermont, KY. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

www.JimBeam.com 

http://www.jimbeam.com/

